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Happy Holidays
Many Thanks to our Associate Members

Breaking News

There are some changes ahead and we need to prepare ourselves for the inevitable. We are all going to be asked to use our money carefully and within bounds. Janet Golrick, Acting Deputy Assistant Secretary for Multifamily Housing programs released this report on the impact of HUD’s Fiscal Year 2012 Budget on Section 8 Project Based Rental Assistance. The approved 2012 budget funding levels for PBRA is sufficient for HUD to continue the funding for all current contracts, but there is also a commitment to achieve certain savings in order to slow the growth of expenditures.

Changes will be formally announced through a Housing Notice within the coming months to implement PBRA savings and to constrain future expenditures. There are three policies that will be introduced in 2012 and will probably extend and expanded in 2013. 

One: “funds currently held in project receipts accounts will be used to reduce assistance payments”. This is already in effect. In the Houston HUD office, all requests for funds from residual receipts have been suspended. This could have an effect on Service Coordinators, who receive their funding through residual receipt funds.

Two: “all Option 4 renewals and annual rent adjustment will be limited to OCAF increases if proposed rents exceed market”. This is explained in the revision and reissuance of the Section 8 Renewal Guide.

Three: “all rent comparability studies will be required to justify proposed rents that exceed 110% of Small Area Market Rents (SAFMR).

Instructions and guidance in these areas are still being formulated and will be released soon. 

Unallowable Expenditures

Although we are not experiencing MOR’s at this time, there are some areas of expenditures that should be reviewed and carefully watched especially at this time of year. One compliance entity observed that there were some discrepancies when it came to operating funds being used for such things as board and employee luncheons, resident parties, Christmas decorations and other items. Some of these expenses showed up in petty cash expenditures. Yes, every area of your money dispersed is looked at carefully. Please be aware of the pitfalls and do not spend money on such items. There are other ways to have these costs covered. There are agencies and other organizations that will help you provide some of this for your residents and staff. Encourage your boards to underwrite special parties and recognition for your staff. During the holiday season, have everyone bring their favorite dessert and recognize all the good things that have happened on your property. 
Keith Sparkman, Most Valuable Player 2011

AHMA East Texas recognizes Keith Sparkman as our Most Valuable Player for the year 2011. He is part-time receptionist and lives at the Pinemont Apartments. 

Keith has faithfully served the Pinemont Apartments for 14 years as receptionist. He is the first voice and often the first person someone meets when they come to the apartments. He is cordial and polite to residents as well as applicants and visitors. 

He has gone beyond his responsibilities in cases when emergencies have occurred. When a fire occurred in 1998, he left his apartment in pajamas and manned the desk until every resident was accounted for and placed. His own apartment was damaged in the fire. He moved into another building only to have experience another fire in 2000 when he lost everything, but he stayed on duty working to make sure all of his neighbors were settled and that the staff had the necessary information. During the hurricane and no electricity for 13 days, he could be found manning his station. His positive attitude is contagious.
Keith also handles maintenance work orders and handles the input of all the work orders. He calls residents to make sure that the work was satisfactory. He also handles all the applications and records the entries and then notifies the right person to answer questions about the property.

He truly represents a most valuable player in this industry.

